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ABSTRACT

The ICTs are becoming popular in library and infatibn Science Education in the present knowledgeda
society for learning and teaching in academic a&D Rarrier development. Recently there has beeapidrgrowth in
internet in the use of on-line education, which nse&f becoming literate with new mechanism suchcamputer
networks, content portals, e-libraries, distanegrang and web enabled class rooms. The presest papers what is e-

learning, need for e-learning, implication of ert@ag on Library and information Science education.
KEYWORDS: E-learning, Information Communication Technologidew dimension, LIS Education
INTRODUCTION

E-learning now a days has become essential argliihplemented in every field from Space to Govennime
There is need for capacity building, which can hiblkg users in utilizing e-resources. The libraribage the ability and
skills to act as an information intermediariestsytare trained specially to know the resourcedabia offline and online

and how to make efficient use of them [1].
Why E-learning?
e Geographical barriers are eliminated, opening wadber education options
e Learning is self paced and gives students a changgeed up to slow down necessary

* Learning is self-directed, allowing students to @$m content and appropriate to their differingrie¢és, need and

skills levels

» Accommodates multiple learning styles using astyesf delivery methods geared to different learnensre

effective for entrain learners

e Accessibility makes scheduling easy and allowseatgr number of people to attend classes on demaoebs

means learning can happen precisely when needesl-thme is reduced or eliminated

e Has the attention of every major university in thierk, most with their own online degrees, certifecand

individual course
Objectives of the Study
The objectives of the study are focused on theahg issues:
* To know the concept, forms of e-learning and ftiesioffered by e-learning in LIS education and/sess

e To know the distance learning education systemeaisting LIS education system
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10 Alexpandi A
e To identify the problems of e-learning in LIS edtica and make a proposal for the introducing efay LIS
education system

« To recommend a number of activities to implemem fioposal plan and future development of e-legrnin

education
Implications of e-learning in Library and Informati on Science Education

In the present age of information highway, e-leagropens a new hope and aspiration in LIS educatienvices

and professions. Library and information servicesarrently involved in rapid changes as a resfult
e Opportunities offered by e-learning
+ Demand for new services
e Pressure for increased productivity and accouritabil
* Increased demand for 24 hour/seven-days-a-weelcssrv
» Changing Learning Trends
» Job-Specific Needs
* More Content and Short Duration
New Opportunities

E-learning offers new opportunities for library aimdormation professionals to develop their knowgedand

skills in a wide range of areas.
Acquiring Information Skills

Sometimes e-learning activities involve traditiomalormation knowledge and skills, and to get irved in
working in a new ways with new groups of peoplele&ning makes the information workers more comfidend

competent in the use of ICT.
Roles and Responsibilities

Information professionals are developing new rodesl responsibilities within library and informatiamit
through e-learning. In addition, many library anébrmation workers have moved out of the informatimit and are now

managing learning centers, educational developoenmiers or learning materials units.
Time Reduction

The nature of e-learning with its visual and augiteeinforcement of information and individualizéeedback
systems, the time taken to learn the informatiosigsificantly reduced. E-learning also can bewdstd as ‘just in time”
training, reducing the period between the learnamgl application of the knowledge which enhances I&@ning

process[8].
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Anywhere Learning

E learning provides remote access to learningifi@silthrough the Information communication Teclugiés.
The e-learner can learn from the place of his coieree, even from home, office, while traveling, liserally from

anywhere. In the globalize world the work stylelimnging. People are expected to work from anywhedeanytime.
E - Learning Education towards Professional Skill @velopment

Library and Information Science (LIS), a skill-anted professional discipline require adequate slelielopment
amongst the learners, which changes over time dipgrupon the development of methods and technigiiethe
concerned professional discipline and requireménprofessional competency in the market place [9je impact of
information in all spheres of society coupled withe utilization of IT development for access andization of
information are dramatically changing the facehaf tibraries and information institutions. In tleisanging scenario, the

custodian roles of library and information professils are changing to the role of facilitators dradributors.

The development of ICT and its application has dedhnits traditional methods acquisition, organmatand
access of information. The purpose of LIS educaisato provide skills for developing professionalso link the people
and information. Basic skills required are the liet#ual organization of information and processimganagement,

retrieval and provision of information to its ust®]. All the skills are centered on users of imfiation.
Major Challenges

The rapid growth of e-learning courses at acadeénsiitutions has brought about a big change fodestts and
tutors with various levels of academic experiericH.[Instructors and students must possess spskifls to successfully
use various e-learning tools. Students may dematestineir learning efforts via different types e€tinology such as text,
video or audio devices. Instructors often needeftructure their courses to be successfully inaatpolearning [12].

These activities represent challenges that allgganust overcome to succeed in e-learning.

The increasing demand of LIS education with thengieg global scenario of job market requires toefélece
challenges with regard to survive in the compeditolimate and to provide quality of LIS educatiopabgrammed is
important. Limited Internet connectivity, inadeqeiatomputer and communication infrastructure makdifftcult for
universities and institutions to access and dowhfod text databases and other key resources.nfdjer challenges and

issues of introducing e-learning LIS educationdiseussed below.
Lack of Finance

The major challenge in improving e-learning LIS eation is the lack of finance. It is not possilidentake any

resource available without appropriate financigipsart.
Lack of Knowledge and Training

One of the main constraints of e-learning systesishat students do not know how to use the paaticul
information technology. Much more attention will tequired in the future web based training that k& delivered over

the internet using the non propriety www server elieht technology.
Insufficient Contact Classes

Being a practical oriented course, LIS educatiauired computer training and practical classesfassification
and cataloguing with personal contact between &raahd student, but the number of days for corttastses are very

limited.
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Lack of IT Proficiency

In a developing country like India, library andanfation science professionals are facing severgage of ICT
facilities and mentor for LIS education. There eeetain specific problems that act as deterrentiedibrary education to
adopting modernization i.e., low computer literaayiong students of LIS; lack of basic knowledge afdware and
software among working professionals; and inadegfatds for purchase, installation and working wittmputers in

school, college, public libraries and universities.
Insufficient Contact Classes

Being a practical oriented course, library and finfation science education required computer baséurtg and
practical classes for classification and cataloguiith personal contact between teacher and stuebthe number of

days for contact classes is very limited.
Lack of Evaluation

There is no mechanism of assessing teaching eféeetss and quality of study materials of distamzeriing
program courses. Students’ evaluations of teachiitighelp to provide instructors and course designeith feedback

about the quality of their efforts.
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR FORMATION OF E-LEARNING IN LIS EDUCATION

As in the perspective phase of e-learning systemoispossible to introduce all LIS education ingtdns,
therefore it will be wise to introduce LIS educatithrough distance learning method in less ICTlifatéd institutions in

different phases [13]. There are some elementdéfgreinces between online courses with that of degdearning courses.

Extensive preplanning of an online course is esaemtnowledge of the capabilities and limitatiookthe e-
learning system is an important prerequisite toigmesan online course. Faculty members should havsolad

understanding of the major principles of online rseudesign before they attempt to put a coursehiege

Mobile based learning should be encouraged in digation. The success of the mobile phone and qubsdy
short message service in remote areas has demedstree functionality of portable communication eg with the

access to internet resources using LAN or longeamigeless communication services.
CONCLUSIONS

E-learning is not merely a new concept but also drasvn as the world wide web has developed in eath
every country and spreading its roots for Indianiremment as well. In library and information Saenstudents can stay
at home and get educated through distance eduaatioss the world via Internet. This is the timehiok intensely about
the new syllabus for Library and information scien8imultaneously, e-learning is now the globahace and it should
not avoid. As a developing country like India,dthard to design a new courses and new e-leath#igducation system
but not impossible. Lot of issues and challengesirarolved with this task but as soon as it putvand, it will overcome
all those problems. Hope the proposed plan amofgelducation institutions will make a new opportyrgihd make the
LIS education competent for the world. In®2gentury, learning mode is increasingly relying warious forms of

electronic delivery and communications.
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